About Kidspace

Kidspace is celebrating its 5™ anniversary in 2005 as a
collaborative project of the Sterling & Francine Clark Art
Institute, Williams College Museum of Art, and MASS
MoCA.

Kidspace is a contemporary art gallery and art-making

space for children, teachers, and families. School

programs and educational materials are designed for

elementary schools in North Adams, Florida, Clarksburg,

and Savoy, Massachusetts, as well as Stamford, Vermont.

Kidspace organizes an after-school artist mentor program

for 6™ - 10" graders in the North Adams and North

Berkshire school districts. Working with Kidspace staff and artists, students and teachers
learn new ways to connect contemporary art to their classroom activities and to their
everyday lives.

The public is welcome at Kidspace to view exhibitions and to create their own art. During
the school year, public hours are Saturdays and Sundays, noon to 4 pm, plus school-break
holiday hours. Admission to Kidspace is free. Public art classes and special workshops
are offered during schoolbreaks, and arrangements can be made to hold birthday parties
in Kidspace. Call Kidspace at (413) 664-4481 ext. 8131 for more details on hours,
programs and program fees, and exhibitions. And check out the Kidspace web site at
www.massmoca.org/Kidspace.
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Reading Sculpture: Long-Bin Chen

October 6, 2005 - January 22, 2006

EXHIBITION OVERVIEW

Taiwan-based sculptor Long-Bin Chen considers himself an “international artistic nomad”
who travels the world to create and display his works of art. He transforms old telephone
directories, magazines, books, and other printed material into sculptures of human heads,
figures, and even representations of hurricanes. He also creates replicas of ancient stone
monuments, mummies, weapons, and tools.

Long-Bin's work addresses a wide range of social, political and personal themes. The
artist wants to draw attention to his fear that humans are over-consuming the earth’s
resources. He is also troubled by societies throughout the world that are placing less
value on books and written words in favor of technology.

Long-Bin is interested in building viewers’ understandings of different cultures. He honors
Buddha in his sculpture and refers to China’s cultural icons such as its ancient warriors.
He is influenced by the international communities he visits, and incorporates imagery
from various nations into his work. Long-Bin revisits artifacts that have become obsolete,
reminding us that these materials transmit important cultural information.

His recycled-book sculptures often take on the look of old stone or untreated wood,

' suggesting his fascination with the materials of ancient artifacts. The printed material
Long-Bin selects for his sculptures adds to their meaning. For example, the Buddha
heads he created from telephone directories are designed as a symbolic container to
hold the names of all the people in the books and bring them under Buddha'’s care and
compassion.

Long-Bin is the first international artist to show his work at Kidspace. He will conduct
art-making workshops with all of the pre-K — 5% grade students from Greylock, Sullivan,
and Brayton Elementary Schools in North Adams this fall.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Taiwanese artist Long-Bin Chen has a Master of Fine Arts
degree from New York’s School of Visual Arts. He has been
awarded artist fellowship grants from Taiwan’s National %
Endowment for the Arts and New York’s Joan Mitchell * ty

2

Foundation, as well as the Silver Prize of the Osaka
Triennial, Japan; the Visitors Prize of the Six Triennial of Y
Small Scale Sculpture, Stuttgart, Germany; and thel2th °, . -

Shih Hsiung New Artist Prize, Taipei. Chen has completed & «’

artist residencies at the 18" Street Arts Center, Santa A |

Monica, California; Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, Vermont; # & ‘

and the Sarabhai House, Ahmedabad, India. His work has been 5

exhibited widely in the United States, Germany, Taiwan, Japan, Hong Kong, and Italy
and can be found in private collections. His most recent group exhibitions include The
Invisible Thread: Buddhist Spirit in Contemporary Art, Snug Harbor Cultural Center,
Staten Island, New York; and the Dalai Lama Portrait Project, the Dalai Lama Foundation
traveling exhibition (Tokyo, London, Paris, Taipei, Berlin, New York, Los Angeles).

Activities

Talking Heads
If these two heads could talk,
what would they say?
Write the captions.

Reading Faces

Draw a face on top

of the stack of books below
to indicate where you
would cut out pieces.



	Scan_171 copy
	Scan_174 copy

